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Candidates are required to give their answers in

1.  Answer any ten questions:

their own words as far as practicable.

2x10=20
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a)

b)

How did Durkheim define religious belief and
rites?
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Why did Durkheim choose totemism as the
basis of his study on religion?
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How did the viewpoint of Protestant ethic

differ from the medieval viewpoint regarding

labour?
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d)

g)

h)

i)
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What was the view of Asceticism towards

sports?
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What according to Marx is the secular basis

of Judaism?
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How did Marx describe man’s two-fold life in

a perfect political state?
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What is the problem of theodicy?
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What is pold in the ritual idiom of the Coorgs?
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Mention two rites, which are independent of

any idea of gods.
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What, according to Durkheim, is a ‘negative
cult'?
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k)

1)

What is ‘cattle-clock’?
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Why, according to Mauss, is prayer a rite?
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What are the reasons behind interest in
studying witchcraft?
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What is the main point of criticism made by

C. Ginzburg against the popular trend in the

studies on witchcraft?
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Write two examples to describe the pre-
eminence of right hand in ‘sign-language’.
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Answer any four questions: 5x4=20
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a)
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What, according to Durkheim, are the common

features of all religious beliefs?
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b)

d)
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Briefly discuss the view of ascetic
Protestantism regarding the production of

private wealth.
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Discuss after Marx, the limitations of political

emancipation.
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Write a short note on the functions of myth.
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Following Mallinowski, discuss the importance

of the ceremonies of initiation in tribal society.
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Why did Ginzburg find the Benandanti trial
documents as essential to the study of

witchcraft?
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3. Answer any two questions: 10x2=20
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a)

b)

d)
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Following Robert Hertz trace the reasons
behind the pre-eminence of the right hand.
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Analyse the importance of the concepts of
ritual purity and impurity in the social life of
the Coorgs of South India.
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How, according to Marx, is the relation
between State and religion interlinked to the
question of human emancipation?
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Explain the connection between the
fundamental religious ideas of ascetic
Protestantism and its maxims for everyday
economic conduct in the spread of the spirit
of Capitalism.
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